	TYPE OF FIELDWORK
	AIM AND NATURE OF FIELDWORK

	Discharge patterns of  the Mae Ai River / Huay Ngam Nam or Mae Saeow Rivers
	The pattern of discharge from near to the source to where the river flows into the main rivers can be measured.  Differences from the expected pattern can be explained.

	Hydrology of Mae Kok River
	The river exhibits characteristics associated with a catchment which experiences serious soil erosion. Fieldwork would include measuring the discharge and sediment yield of the river. Historical records of discharge and sediment yields can be used to plot changing trends over time.

	Land use change in the Mae Ai River valley
	In a short distance, there are quite dramatic changes in land use. These can be mapped and explained.  Such an exercise is useful in providing explanations for discharge patterns and pollution levels.

	Migration patterns in Tha Ton
	The settlement of Tha Ton actually comprises two adjoining villages. One village comprises mainly Thai people and the other mainly Shan. There are political and cultural differences and the potential  impact on migration can be researched.

	Landuse patterns in Chiang Mai
	The aim of this fieldwork is to ‘geographically’ locate the city centre and to consider whether Chiang Mai’s unique history of growth and development has resulted in a unique urban pattern.

	Migration patterns: Fang, Mae Ai and Tha Ton and or Chiang Rai compared.
	A comparison can be made of the migration patterns of two, three or four different sized settlements to see if there are any distinct variations which can be explained and to see if the patterns conform to ‘models’ of migration behaviour.

	Human impact on the Mae Ai or Mae Seaow Rivers.
	The rivers’  sources are in heavily forested areas, but flow through farmland and a small town. There are various weirs and dams located on the stream.  The influence of all these on the flow characteristics and the quality of water can be measured.



	Soil studies: impact of different types of agriculture
	Studies of the quality of soils where different farm methods are practised can show the impact that these practices have on soils and hence the environment.

	Soil studies: impact of shifting cultivation
	The effect of shifting cultivation on soils can be assessed by studying the soil quality at different stages of the shifting ‘cycle’. The Chi Square Test is applied to statistically test the degree of difference between soil types.



	Spheres of influence, accessibility and perception
	A study of the movement patterns of people in different sized settlements to study ‘perceived’ distances and the influence of accessibility and perceptions on mobility.



	Settlement studies
	Comparison of 12 different settlements in the area allows students to see if conventional models of size and function are appropriate in developing societies. In collecting  and analysing data on quality of life, accessibility, tourist facilities and ethnicity, interesting conclusions can be reached. Spearman Rank is applied to test the significance of various relationships.



	Tourism in Tha Ton
	The impact of tourism on Tha Ton can best be seen in the land use.  A land use survey of tourist facilities against ‘local’ services will show the extent of the influence. Other influences can also be considered through questionnaires.



	Tourism in Chiang Mai 
	Using bipolar semantic methods, the tourists perception of  Chiang Mai as a tourist destination compared to Bangkok is ‘measured’  and conclusions drawn.



	Urban issues in Chiang Mai
	Chiang Mai has grown rapidly over the last 20 years or. It exhibits all the attendant problems of a ‘typical less-developed world city’. A study of migration patterns, plus the urban problem and planning issues, provides excellent case study material other than that provided in the usual textbooks.




